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 The Catholic Community of St Hyacinth congratulates you in your decision to explore the Christian 

vocation as it is lived in the sacrament of Matrimony. We are here to guide you as you prepare for this 

very serious step in the Christian faith journey. Please be sure to read these guidelines completely. Your 

familiarity with them will help avoid confusion and disappointment in preparing for and celebrating your 

wedding. 
 

As we begin this process, we ask that you keep in mind that the Catholic Church believes that Christian 

marriage is the union of a baptized man and woman who freely enter into a covenant of love with each 

other in Christ for the purpose of giving and receiving love and for the procreation and education of 

children. Married couples live their sacrament by the way they care for one another, love one another, 

and are enthusiastic for one another as husband and wife. In their daily love for each other, their 

children, and the larger community, they become a living sign (a sacrament) for all people of how much 

Jesus loves and wishes to embrace them as His brothers and sisters. As they work their way through 

marital and family crises and struggles, couples witness to the power of the Holy Spirit at work in 

everyone's life. In order to live out this ideal of Christian marriage, couples, must have the ability to give 

and receive love and to sustain an intimate relationship. They must also have a relationship with Jesus 

Christ and His body, the Church. 

 

Therefore, we ask that you, as a couple, reflect on the following questions: 

 

How committed am I to my (our) relationship with God? 

How committed am I to my (our) relationship with the Catholic community? 

 

As a Catholic, do I nourish my faith through the celebration of the sacraments of Eucharist and 

Reconciliation? 

Do I live a Christian life in my day to day experience? 

What are my motives for marrying in the Catholic Church? 

Baptized Catholics may marry a Christian baptized in another denomination in a Catholic 

ceremony with the proper dispensation/permission. As a part of the preparation process, it will be 

determined whether or not it is appropriate to celebrate the wedding in the context of a Eucharist (Mass). 

 

Similarly, baptized Catholics may marry an unbaptized person in a Catholic ceremony with the 

proper dispensation / permission. However, it must be noted that, although recognized by the Church, 

this is not the sacrament of Matrimony. (In order for it to be a sacrament, both parties must be baptized.) 

As such, it is never appropriate to celebrate the wedding in the context of a Eucharist (Mass), but rather 

in the context of a Liturgy of the Word. 
 
 

Welcome 

I) Introduction 
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  Residential or Registered Parishioners: 
A person's status as a parishioner is determined by one of two means: 

 by residence (you live within the territorial boundaries of a given parish as established by the 

diocese) 

 by registration (you have registered in a parish). 

The latter is particularly important when you do not reside within the territorial boundaries of a parish. 

 

When both the bride and the groom are baptized Catholics, St. Hyacinth is the proper parish for the 

wedding if the bride is a parishioner here. Sometimes the groom has the stronger relationship with his 

parish than the bride does with hers, and consequently, they will prefer to be married in his parish. 

This is possible with the appropriate letter of permission from the pastor of the bride's parish. 

 

When only the groom is a baptized Catholic, St. Hyacinth is the proper parish if he is a parishioner 

here. 
 

  Non-Parishioners 
Many times, couples wish to marry at St. Hyacinth because one or both of them grew up here in the 

parish and one or both of their families is/are parishioners though they themselves are no 

longer parishioners. In these cases it is possible to be married here, but proper permission will be 

needed from the pastor of the bride's current parish. 

 

Couples from other parishes may celebrate their wedding at St. Hyacinth. However, an appropriate 

letter of permission is required from the pastor of the parish of the bride. 
 

Circumstances Requiring Special Attention= Inactive Catholics: 

 
The pastor of the parish is available to witness Christian marriage in the sacrament of Matrimony. However, 

he is not available for "Church Weddings." The difference between the two is that the sacrament of 

Matrimony presumes an active faith life, whereas a "Church Wedding" can merely be using the church as a 

pretty setting for the event. When a Catholic is not practicing their faith, serious consideration needs to be 

given to their motive for seeking to be married in the Church. Is there a true desire to enter into the 

sacrament of Matrimony? Is the requisite active faith present for establishing a true and valid sacrament? Or 

is it to meet the expectations of family members? 
 

 Civilly Married Couples: 
If a Catholic has entered a civil marriage (one witnessed by a Justice of the Peace) or non-Catholic 

marriage (one witnessed by a minister of another Christian church), a validation of the marriage 

(called "convalidation") is permitted after the couple has completed the appropriate preparation 

process. 
 
 

II) Who may get married at 
St Hyacinth? 
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 Cohabitating Couples: 
Cohabitation ("living together in a sexual relationship without marriage") in and of itself does not 

preclude Christian marriage. Sometimes couples who come for marriage preparation are in a 

cohabiting relationship. Within our secular culture, cohabitation has become a generally perceived 

and accepted stepping stone to marriage and is set within a context of widespread sexual activity 

outside of marriage. 

 

Cohabitation is not marriage nor is it a good preparation for marriage. In fact, an increasing body of 

secular research on the phenomenon of "trial marriage" indicates that cohabitation may even 

contribute to marriage failure. In addition, cohabitation is a practice that seriously undermines the 

wisdom of Church teachings and tradition about sacramental marriage and sexual morality. 

 

As a part of the preparation process, cohabitating couples will be given additional material which 

addresses their situation for specific consideration. 

 

Please note that it is up to the discretion of the Pastor to decide if the ceremony for 

civilly married couples or cohabitating couples will be with the liturgy of the word 

only and presided at by a deacon or will be with the celebration of the Eucharist and 

presided by a priest.  

 

 Couples With a Previous Marriage: 
If one or both of the parties has been previously married (either in a religious or civil ceremony), the 

marriage preparation process cannot begin in full until a decree of nullity for or a dispensation from 

the previous marriage has been declared. Please discuss this as soon as possible with the 

priest/deacon. No wedding date can be set until both parties are free to marry in the Catholic Church. 

 

 Teenagers: 
Although age is no guarantee of maturity, research and experience indicate that teenagers are 

generally not prepared emotionally, intellectually, spiritually, or financially to handle the 

responsibilities of marriage. Therefore, if either of the parties will be under 19 years of age at the 

time of the wedding, parental consultation must take place before confirming the wedding. 

 

 Pregnant Couples: 
In the context of marriage preparation, pregnancy is one of the most difficult situations with which to 

deal. The motivation for marriage can become confused because of the urgency to decide the future 

of a child. As a part of the preparation period, the couple will be helped to assess their reasons and 

readiness for marriage as a separate issue apart from the decisions they must make regarding the 

child. 

 

In the case of a couple who had not intended or planned to marry prior to the pregnancy, marriage is 

not always an appropriate solution to the immediate situation. In these situations, therefore, the 

pregnancy, in and of itself, will not be considered sufficient reason to enter marriage or to shorten 

the marriage preparation process. 

 

In the case of a couple who intended to marry (i.e., were engaged) prior to the pregnancy, marriage 

continues to be a viable possibility. However, discernment of their readiness (exclusive of the 

pregnancy) and participation in the various steps of preparation is still essential. 
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  The Date 
 

At the beginning of the marriage preparation process, we are willing to hold a desired date for you (if 

available on the parish schedule). However, we cannot confirm the date until the necessary 

preparatory work is completed. This is because we need to be sure that you are free to marry in the 

Church and that your intentions are in accord with the requirements for the sacrament of Matrimony. 

Therefore, not until you have completed the initial preparations, the marriage preparation program 

and gathered all the necessary documentation (witnesses have completed the affidavits of freedom to 

marry, a recent copy of your baptismal certificate is on file, and you have completed the pre-nuptial 

investigation) can the date be confirmed (see section IV for details about these various steps). 

According to the liturgical laws of the Church, weddings celebrated during the penitential seasons of 

Advent (the four weeks prior to Christmas) and Lent (the six weeks between Ash Wednesday and 

Easter) mav not be celebrated with solemnity, but must reflect the venitential nature of the season. 

Thus, flowers, extra candles and other elements of festivity are not allowed during these seasons. 

The liturgical vesture during these times is purple. Unfortunately, the inherent conflict between a 

festive celebration and a penitential season does not lend itself well to harmonious preparations, but 

often to conflict between the couple's desires and the Church's directives. Therefore, although the 

Church does not prohibit celebrating weddings during these seasons, it is our custom here at St. 

Hyacinth not to celebrate them during these times. 

 

Please note, that in the course of any given year, there will be other Saturdays that are either 

not appropriate (e.g., when November 2nd, All Souls Day, falls on a Saturday) or not available (e.g., 

because of some other parish event or absence of a priest) for scheduling a wedding. 

 

  The Place 
 

It is archdiocesan policy that weddings occur in a sacred place. This normally means in the Roman 

Catholic parish church of one of the parties. It is permissible to celebrate a wedding in another 

parish church or chapel with the explicit permission of the proper pastor. 

 

Exceptions may be made for mixed marriages or marriages with a non-baptized person. The diocese 

has specific policies to be followed for these exceptions which the priest or deacon working with 

you will need to consult if an exception is requested. However, it should be noted that even for 

these exceptions weddings are never allowed outside (e.g., in a park, beach, etc.). 

  The Time 
Weddings are but one event in the parish's weekend schedule. Therefore, they are normally 

scheduled for 1:00 PM on Saturdays. The allotted time for using the Church is from 12:30 until 

2:30 PM. Prior to this time frame there may be a Quince Anos celebration which can extend until 

12:30 PM; and following it there is a Choir practice beginning at 3:00 PM, Confessions at 3:00 PM 

and Mass at 5:00 PM.  

III) Making Initial Arrangements: Date, Place, Time 
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Therefore, your plans (set-up, celebration, pictures and clean-up) need to be developed within the 

designated time frame. Please do not make arrangements with florists and/or photographers for their 

on-site services prior to the 

 

12:30 start time without previously consulting with the parish office as to the availability of the 

church on your particular date. 

 

Because we begin Sunday with the celebration of an anticipated Mass of Sunday at 5:00 PM on 

Saturday, if a wedding is scheduled for Saturday evening, it takes place in the context of a Sunday 

Mass. Therefore, it is by exception (and depending upon the weekend) that a wedding can be 

scheduled for at Saturday evening. When this exception is allowed, the wedding cannot be 

scheduled prior to 7:00 PM. In such cases, the allotted time for using the Church is 6:30 to 9:00 

PM. 

 

Other times may be available based on the use of the church and the schedule of the Priest or 

deacon witnessing the marriage. 
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It is the policy of the Diocese of Galveston-Houston that, in order to allow sufficient time to carry out 

the various steps of the marriage preparation process, a couple should contact their parish as soon as they 

make the decision to marry (formal engagement). It is important that contact with the parish should 

precede any other commitments regarding the celebration (e.g., reception site, photographer, etc.). Under 

normal circumstances, this initial contact should be made at least 6-9 months prior to the anticipated 

time of the wedding. Included in the preparation process is the following (please use the insert 

"Preparation Check List" to keep a record of what you have completed in the following process): 

 Step 1) Initial Preparation: 

o Initial Interview 
The meeting at which you received this folder is the initial interview. The interview will be 

conducted by one of our priest/ deacon 

 

o Meeting with Deacon (6 month before wedding) 
The Deacon is responsible to see that the couple stays on track with preparation of formation 

items and liturgical plans for the wedding. The couple can expect to meet with the deacon with 

between 3 and 4 times during the preparation time. Coordination of the ceremony will also be 

done with the parish music minister and wedding coordinator. 

 

 Step 2) Marriage Preparation Programs 
 

o FACET :Except for those who have been civilly married for over 3 years, couples will be 

required to take a survey that is designed primarily as a facilitative instrument, raising questions 

and identifying concerns for you so that you can think about and discuss these vital issues of 

marriage. It explores basic expectations, communication and problem-solving skills as well as 

attitudes on money, children, religion, sexuality and in-laws. In addition, it attempts to sharpen 

exploration of key issues: couple compatibility/match, the impact of individual backgrounds, 

two-career families, interfaith marriages and even second marriages. 

This survey is administered in two parts requiring two different appointments: first, completing 

the survey, then receiving feedback of the results. It is best done prior to the Marriage 

Preparation Program since from its results, some direction can be given for participation in the 

subsequent program. 

 
o Various programs are available through the parish and diocese. As a part of the initial interview 

and at the end of the FACET feedback session, the priest/deacon will review with the couple 

which programs are available and most suited to your situation, and will supply the appropriate 

flyer or contact information for each program. 

 

o It is your responsibility to register for, pay for (if there is a fee) and complete the program. A 

certificate or note will be given to you upon completion of the program. This certificate or note 

is to be turned into the priest/deacon working with you. 

 

IV) The Marriage Preparation Process 
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o In addition to the preparation program, it is a diocesan policy that every couple preparing for 

marriage attend an Information Meeting concerning Natural Family Planning. Please consult 

the flyer enclosed in this packet for information about dates and location. 

 

 Step 3) Documentation 
After completing the Marriage Preparation Program, you will meet again with the deacon who is 

working with you in preparation for the wedding. At this time, we will begin to gather together 

the necessary documentation: 

 

 Pre-Nuptial Investigation 
Just as a lawyer never asks a question of a witness on the stand in a court room without prior 

knowledge of their answer (obtained through the deposition process), so a presiding deacon 

never asks a question of a wedding couple during the wedding ceremony without prior 

knowledge of their answers (obtained through the Pre-Nuptial Investigation). Thus, each of you 

will be interviewed individually, and under oath, as to your freedom to marry and your intentions 

in entering this marriage. 

 Baptismal Certificate 
Catholics need to submit a recently issued copy of their certificate (issued no more than 3 months 

prior to the time it is handed in). This serves three purposes: first, to prove that they have not 

been previously married in the Church; second, to verify that they have not renounced their 

baptism; and third, to provide the most current address for where their primary sacramental 

registry is located. You may obtain your baptismal certificate by requesting it, either by phone or 

in writing, from the parish church in which you were baptized. (It is appropriate to offer a 

donation to the Church for their services.) 

If one of you is a baptized Christian of another denomination, you must bring a copy of 

your baptismal record, or a notarized letter from one of your parents or godparents stating that 

you indeed were baptized.  

 Affidavits Of Freedom To Marry 
Each of you is required to have two witnesses who will testify on your behalf. The testimony 

they are to give concerns: 

• your freedom to many (i.e., that you have never been married before, or, if so, that you 

have 

obtained the necessary dispensation or decree of nullity), 

• your intentions in entering the sacrament of Matrimony (to enter a lifelong commitment; 

to 

be faithful to each other, to be open to having children), 

• and that you are entering this marriage freely and without coercion. 

Parents or older siblings are the preferred witnesses. It is possible for a friend to serve in this 

capacity; however, they must have known you from your early teenage years. 

The forms provided at the first interview are to be used. 

 

 Dispensation / Decree of Nullity from a Previous Marriage 
  If either of you has been previously married, an appropriate dispensation or decree of nullity 

will be needed. If not obtained prior to the Initial Preparation, the priest/deacon will work with 

you to acquire what is needed. 
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 Permission / Dispensation For Non-Catholics 
 If either of you is not Catholic, whether baptized or unbaptized, permission (for a 

baptized Christian) or a dispensation (for an unbaptized person) is needed to marry in the 

Church. This permission / dispensation is obtained through an application process completed 

with the priest or deacon preparing the couple for the wedding.1 
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  The Ceremony 
Once the Initial Preparations and the Marriage Preparation Program have been completed, and all the 

necessary documentation has been collected and turned in, the date for the wedding can be confirmed 

and preparations for the ceremony begun. 

o The  priest/deacon who will be presiding at the and with the aide of a booklet entitled Together 

For Life, the couple chooses the prayers and readings as well as makes decisions about the 

various elements to be included in the wedding ceremony. The prayers and readings are to be 

returned to the Parish Marriage Coordinator / deacon one month before the ceremony. 

o Please keep in mind that the wedding ceremony is a Liturgical Prayer, governed by the laws of 

the Church. It make take place either within our outside the context of Eucharist (Mass). It is 

important to remember that it is not a pageant but a sacred ritual which, through various actions, 

prayers and readings, proclaims what is real and truly happening. Thus, some elements which 

have become a traditional part of secular weddings are not appropriate in this sacramental 

celebration and will not be allowed. These elements of concern will be discussed as you prepare 

the celebration. 

 

o After deciding on the ritual elements of the wedding, a meeting with the musician from St. 

Hyacinth is to be scheduled so as to choose appropriate music. Please be sure to review the insert 

Your Wedding Music included with this packet in preparation for this meeting. This stage is also 

to be completed one month before the ceremony. 

 
 

  The Wedding Procession 
 

o According to the Church’s “Rite of Marriage” which is followed at St. Hyacinth, there are 

two options for the procession:  

In the procession to the altar, the ministers* go first, followed by the priest and or Deacon, 

the Godparents of each couple**, the witnesses***  then: 

Option 1 

then the bride and the bridegroom enter and process. together  

Option 2 

The bride and groom may be escorted their parents. First the groom and his parents and 

then the bride and her parents 

 

Meanwhile, the entrance song is sung. 

 

*"The ministers" are the servers. 

** “The God Parents” from the person’s baptism 

*** “The witnesses” are the Made of Honor and the Best Man 

 

VV))  PPrreeppaarriinngg  TThhee  WWeeddddiinngg  CCeerreemmoonnyy  
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o There two distinct parts to the procession. First are the ministers of the ceremony and 

witnesses, they form the first part. The second part is bride and groom come last because 

we generally put the presider at the end of the procession, and in marriage, it's the bride 

and groom who give this sacrament to each other. Both options have scriptural bases . 

 

o The focus belongs on the couple, not on their witnesses. The father does not pass his 

daughter off to another male like a used sofa. All parents take part in the celebration. The 

organist does not play alone. The people who witness this marriage sing the opening song 

to begin their participation in the wedding. The bride is not the focus of the procession; 

the couple is. 

 

o The only persons required for a valid marriage are a duly authorized priest/deacon (i.e., one who 

has the proper delegation for presiding at the wedding) and two witnesses (the Maid of Honor 

and the Best Man).  

 

o No other attendants are required, although they are permitted. However, given the fact that the 

wedding is a liturgical prayer of the Church and not a pageant, the wedding party should be kept 

to an appropriate size. It is recommended that there not be more than 6 couples total. The 

wedding party is to be seated prior to the start of the procession. 

 

o Because of the nature of the process Ring Bearers and Flower Girls are also not required 
 

o The final decision concerning the type of procession or variations to the procession is up to 

the priest/ deacon who is presiding. The clergy at St. Hyacinth wants your wedding to be a 

wonderful experience and will remain be flexible to meet your needs. 
 
 

  The Ministers for the Sacramental Celebration 

 The Couple 
In the sacrament of Matrimony, it is the couple themselves who celebrate the sacrament. They 

marry each other in the presence of official witnesses (the priest/deacon, Maid of Honor and Best 

Man) and their family and friends. 

 

 The Priest / Deacon 

 
Ordinarily, the pastor of the parish, one of the priests who helps out in the parish, or a 

deacon of the parish will preside at the wedding. On occasion, a couple may have a relative or 

friend who is a priest or deacon whom they wish to invite to preside at the wedding. It is 

perfectly fine to do so. In such cases, the couple should mention this to the parish priest/deacon 

early in the process. The pastor will need to grant delegation for any priest or deacon from 

another parish to officiate at a wedding celebrated at St. Hyacinth parish. Visiting priests/deacons 

will be expected to observed Church law and the policies and customs of this parish regarding 

the celebration of the sacrament of Matrimony. 

When the couple is of different denominations (i. e., Catholic - Methodist), the minister 

of the non-Catholic party may be invited to participate in the celebration. The presiding 

priest/deacon should be notified ahead of time so that he may include the minister in the 

celebration. 
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 Musician(s) 
Including music in sacramental celebrations is normative with Catholic liturgy. Therefore, it is 

expected that each couple will plan to include live music in their wedding celebration. Please 

review the information on a separate page regarding available musicians, contracting policies, 

and fees. 
 

 Altar Server(s) 
 

At least one altar server is needed to assist in the celebration. If the couple has relatives who are 

altar servers, they are welcome to invite them to participate in this role during the wedding 

celebration. If not, the parish will provide this service. It is appropriate that a stipend (suggested 

$15) be offered to the one who serves if they are from the parish. 

 

  Reader(s) 
 

The proclamation of the Sacred Scriptures is not restricted to clergy, but has been opened to 

members of the faithful. If relatives or friends of the couple serve in this capacity in their own 

parish, they are especially welcome to minister in this role during the wedding ceremony. It is 

also possible to invite other family members or friends to fulfill this role. However, they should 

be someone who will be comfortable proclaiming the Scriptures in front of a group of people, 

and have good public speaking skills. The name of the individuals are to provided a month 

before the ceremony. 

 

 Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
 

When the wedding is celebrated in the context of a Eucharist (Mass), offering communion 

under both species (Bread and Wine) is preferred. To do so, however, requires the presence 

of commissioned Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion. If a couple has some relatives or 

friends who are Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, they may invite them to serve in 

this role affording the opportunity to offer a more complete and full expression of the Eucharistic 

banquet during communion time. If the person is not a EMHC at Mt. Carmel, we required a letter 

from their home parish stating that they are a qualified minister in good standing.  

 
 

 The Rehearsal 
The rehearsal is scheduled with the Parish Wedding Coordinator or their designee. It is normally 

the night before the wedding. Rehearsals, like the wedding itself, should begin on time. Even if 

there are persons missing from the wedding party, the rehearsal will need to start as the 

priest/deacon has scheduled an hour for the rehearsal, and may have other obligations that 

evening. The rehearsal needs to be scheduled with the parish office. 

 

Members of the Wedding Party, parents of the bride and groom, and lectors (servers if provided 

by couple) are expected to be present for the rehearsal. 
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  Church Decor: 
During certain liturgical seasons of the Church year (e.g. Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter) a 

particular 

decor is used in the Church. This includes specific colors for the particular liturgical season, as well 

as the placement of plants/flowers and/or other decorations. Since your wedding is occurring within 

a given liturgical season, your flowers and decorations should be congruent with the Church's 

liturgy. Therefore, the colors and decorations already in use by the Church should be considered 

when planning weddings, as these colors and decor CANNOT be removed or changed for any 

reason. Please speak with the parish's Director of Worship (Mrs. Pamella Pitman) in regards to what 

will and will not be in the sanctuary for the particular time of your wedding. 

  Flowers: 
o The use of flowers and other decorations can greatly enhance a wedding ceremony as they add 

much to the beauty of the event. In the Catholic Church, flowers are a symbol of life, therefore, 

living flowers (not silk or plastic reproductions) should be used. Because of the centrality of the 

altar, ambo (pulpit) and presider's (priest or deacon) chair in sacramental celebrations, 

decorations should not overwhelm these primary symbols. Therefore, simple adornment is 

preferred rather than extravagant decorations. In addition, planning the decorations should be 

done with the idea of decorating the space and not particular objects (e.g. the altar). The 

following policies are provided to help you decide on flowers and decorations that would be 

appropriate. (Please note that a separate sheet with these policies is included. It should be 

given to whoever is preparing your flowers and decorations.) 
 

o Flowers may be placed in the altar area -- normally to the sides of the altar. No decoration is to 

be placed in a manner which would obstruct the clear view of the worship symbols (altar, ambo, 

presider's chair), nor are flowers to be placed on nor directly in front of the altar. 

 

o Every effort must be made to incorporate the flowers into the existing decoration setup (not 

merely appended to it) so as to present an integrated look to the decorations. Therefore, florists 

should plan to work with existing potted plants, seasonal floral arrangements and decorations 

already in place. Nothing is to be moved or removed without the explicit permission of the 

priest/deacon. Potted plants must have waterproof pot covers or be provided with saucers to 

prevent water seeping onto the carpeted floor. 

 

o Flowers or bows may be used to decorate the aisle pews. It is preferable not to use any adhesive 

tape (scotch tape is absolutely prohibited as it destroys the varnish; blue masking tape will be 

tolerated). The preferred manner is with cloth wire, ribbon, or bow hooks. No bunting may be 

put on the pews blocking the movement of assembly members. Flower petals may not be thrown 

in the aisle. 

 

o You may, but are not required, to donate the flowers used for your wedding to the parish for its 

weekend Masses. 

VVII))  AArrtt  aanndd  EEnnvviirroonnmmeenntt  



St Hyacinth Marriage policies2013                                              6/12/2013 7:58 PM 15 

  Candles: 
o Like the use of flowers, candles are allowed, but they must be arranged in a way so as not to 

hinder the movement of the ministers or the vision of the assembly. The parish does have 

candelabras which may be used with prior arrangement. 
 

o Aisle candles are not permitted due to the slope of the floor.. 

 

  Aisle Runner: 
 

Using an aisle runner is not permitted.  

 

  Other Symbols: 
 

The Unity Candle, Lazo, Arras, Bible & Rosary, and Cohines which have made their way into 

the wedding ceremony are non-liturgical symbols. However, the use of some or all is permitted if 

a couple so desires. Please note that the couple is responsible for providing the items they wish to 

use. (The parish does have a floor standing candle holder for the Unity Candle set which you are 

welcome to use.) 

Please notify the parish wedding coordinator of the use of these symbols when turn in your 

liturgy plans a month before the ceremony. 

  Greeting the Couple After the Wedding: 
 

The throwing of rice, confetti, petals, birdseed, etc. is not allowed anywhere on parish grounds. 

Bubble makers are permitted to be used outside on the plaza and parking lot. 

  Clean UP: (Please note well.) 

The flowers (unless being donated to the parish) as well as any other decorations must be removed 

following the wedding so that the church may be prepared for the weekend celebrations. Please note 

that the parish does not have any maintenance staff on hand during the weekends. Thus, you are 

responsible for making arrangements with the florist, family members or friends for removing the 

flowers and decorations and for "cleaning up" after the wedding (eg., picking up any packaging, 

papers, programs, etc). Trash receptacles are available in the work sacristy (confer with the 

priest/deacon for the exact location) and in the mens' and women's restrooms. 
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Photographers and videographers are welcome. However, they must keep in mind that a wedding in the 

Catholic Church is a liturgical worship service and they must be sensitive to the service. Likewise, since 

most weddings are formal occasions, they should dress in a manner befitting the occasion. 

 

The wedding liturgy is a celebration of a sacred event. While we understand the desire to record 

this event, we ask that the following policy be observed so that the sacred joy of this event will not be 

marred for the couple nor their guests by photographic and video taping equipment and personnel. Two 

copies of a separate sheet entitled "Instructions for Photographers and Videographers" are 

included in this packet. Please be sure to give a copy of it to whomever you invite to photograph 

and/or videotape your wedding. 

 

Please let the guests who will be attending your wedding know that you have arranged for a 

photographer and/or videographer to take pictures for you. Advise your family and friends that you 

could use their prayers more than their pictures. This will ensure that your wedding will remain a very 

dignified and religious experience for all that gather with you. 

 

Because our parish schedule often includes another liturgical ceremony prior to a wedding, do not 

plan to have pictures taken in the Church prior to the ceremony without explicit permission. If it is 

permitted, all picture taking must be completed no later than 20 minutes prior to the start of the wedding. 

 

Photographs / videos may be taken as the bridal party walks down the aisle during the 

processional and recessional. However, the photographer is not to stop the action or the movement of 

the procession. 

 

Flash pictures may be taken during the ceremony. However, it is preferred that no flash be used 

so as not to distract from the ceremony. No additional lighting may be used for video photography. No 

additional lighting may be brought into the Church. 

During the ceremony, photographers / videographers are never permitted in the altar area, 

and are prohibited from walking in front of the assembly (except after the processional to move from the 

center aisle to the side). Photographers and videographers must remain to the side of, or in back of the 

assembly once the processional is completed. (Two locations are identified on a diagram on the back of 

the instruction sheet as the best locations.) It is possible to photograph or videotape from the gallery. 

However, prior arrangements must be made so that it is unlocked. We ask that walking and moving 

around be kept to a minimum as much as possible so as to avoid distracting the assembly from the 

worship experience. 

 

After the wedding celebration, pictures may be taken in the church up to 2:30 PM. Regular 

weekend use of the church begins shortly after that time, and the space must be readied for this. 
 

 

VVIIII    PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  
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Fees are the offerings given to the parish for use of the facilities and to professionals for their services while 

stipends are the offerings given to the clergy for celebrating a sacrament. 

 

There are  basic fees and stipends for a wedding:   

1) to the parish for the use of the facilities, 

2) to the priest or deacon who officiates for his services, 

3) to the musician(s) for his/her/their service(s) (see the next page for details) 

 

 

 

All fees have been combined to a single amount of $700.00 , to be paid to the no later than THREE 

MONTHS prior to the wedding ceremony. 

 

Please speak to clergy concerning suggested stipend for a con-validation 

VIII Fees & Stipends 
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St. Hyacinth Catholic Church, Houston, Texas 

 
Important Note: It is the responsibility of the couple to be married to contact the musician(s) of 

their choice and contract the services desired.   

 

Sacred Liturgical music must be provided for the ceremony. 

 

Please keep in mind your wedding is a sacred sacrament. The music used is required to reflect the 

nature of the celebration. Secular songs can be used as a prelude or postlude with prior approval, 

but never during the ceremony. Traditional marches such as “Here Comes the Bride” is not 

considered sacred music and is not allowed.  

 

If the wedding ceremony is part of the celebration of the sacred Eucharistic, the part of the mass, 

(Holy Holy, Memorial Acclamation, Great Amen, Lamb of God) are to be sung.  

 

Although musicians outside of the parish are allowed to be used, you are still required to contract 

with one of the musicians from the parish to review the music to be used and be present at the 

ceremony. It is important that you contact them 6 months in advance after the initial meeting with 

parish marriage coordinator. 

 

It highly advisable to secure and pay for the musician(s) at the same time that you secure the church.  If 

you wish to pay all of the fees at one time to the Parish Secretary, you must make a separate check out 

to the musician whose services you will be utilizing.  Be sure to get a dated receipt from the Parish 

Secretary or her designee.   
 
MUSICIANS AVAILABLE  

 

 

*Pamella Pitman      281-479-4298 x21      ppitman@sthyacinthchurch.org 

 

  

IIXX  MMuussiicc  FFoorr  WWeeddddiinnggss  
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Proper Etiquette 

 Please keep in mind the sacred nature of this ceremony when selecting you wedding dress. Low 

cut front and or back, and shoulder less gowns should be avoided unless a shawl or jacket is 

worn during the ceremony. 

 

 We expect that the proper respect for the church and its facilities and grounds will be shown at 

all times. 

 

 Smoking is never permitted in the church building. 

 

 No food may be brought into the church building. Likewise, gum chewing is not permitted in 

church. 

 

 There is to be no consumption of alcohol on the parish grounds before or after both the 

rehearsal and the wedding. Please note, if before the wedding celebration, the effects of 

alcohol are detected in the behavior of the bride and/or groom this is cause for cancellation of 

the wedding since being under the influence of alcohol effects one's ability to give valid 

consent. 

 

 All personal belongings must be removed from the church facilities immediately following the 

wedding. The parish is not responsible for articles left unattended. 

 

 Nothing may be moved in the church without the explicit permission of the officiating priest or 

deacon. 

 The Sacrament of Penance: A good spiritual preparation for the celebration of the 

Sacrament of Matrimony is the celebration of the Sacrament of Penance. Please note that 

confession will NOT be heard on the night of the rehearsal nor before the wedding ceremony. If 

you, or other family members, desire to celebrate the Sacrament of Penance, please, by all 

means, make arrangements with the officiating priest, or other priest prior to the final days 

of preparation; or take advantage of the regularly scheduled confessions in this or another 

parish.  

 

X Take note of these items 
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In order for a priest/deacon to preside at a wedding, a civil license (or, in the case of validating a civil 
marriage, a copy of the marriage certificate) must be presented The following information is provided to 
help you obtain this license. 
 
You obtain the license from an office of the Country Clerk 
 

Clear Lake 16603 Buccaneer, Houston 281-486-7250 
 
 

N. Shepherd 7300 North Shepherd, Houston 713-697-5193 
 
 

Pasadena 107 E. Shaw, Pasadena 713-473-9048 
 
 

South Belt 10851 Scarsdale, Houston 281-464-0115 
 
The license must be issued no more than 30 days nor less than 3 days / 72 hours prior to wedding. Once 
you have obtained the license, please submit it to the parish office to be placed in your wedding file. 
 
When both parties are able to appear in person: 
 

One of the following : valid driver's license or state ID card; certified copy of birth certificate (not a 
photocopy) with photo ID; passport. 

Social security number (if one has been issued) 
$71 fee - cash / in state check / credit card. Fee subject to state law and changes 

 
If one of the parties is not able to appear: 

"Absent Applicant Form" signed and notarized along with one of the following: photocopy of valid 
driver's license; state ID card; photocopy of passport; certified copy of birth certificate. 

Social security number (if one has been issued) 
$71 fee - cash / in state check / credit card. Fee subject to state law and changes 
 

Marriage License / Marriage Certificate 
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Reserving Guyot Hall 
  
For Registered Parishioners: 
¨ Complete the Rental Agreement Form 
¨ $150 Refundable damage deposit due at the time of  
  booking. 
¨ $350  Rental and cleaning fee due 1 month prior to the 
   event. 
¨ $25 Archdiocesan liability insurance due 1 month prior 
  to the event. 
  
For Non-Parishioners: 
¨ Complete the Rental Agreement Form 
¨ $150 Refundable damage deposit due at the time of  
  booking. 
¨ $600 Rental and cleaning fee due 1 month prior to the 
   event. 
¨ $25 Archdiocesan liability insurance due 1 month prior 
  to the event. 
  
Please note that St. Hyacinth parish is not providing stated or inferred catering or decorating service.  As 
part of the contract the parish custodial staff will set up tables and chairs the Friday before the event.  If you 
feel that you will need seating for more than 150 people, you will need to make arrangements for additional 
accommodations. 
  
Please retain one (1) copy of the “Terms and Conditions” for your reference and give one (1) copy to your caterer.  Thank 

you. 

  

Guyot Hall Rental Terms and Conditions 

  

  

Þ Your donation amount allows you the use of the hall for a period of four (4) hours.  In addition, you will be allowed a 

reasonable period of time for set-up.  $150 security deposit required. 

Þ Your donation must be paid in full one (1) month prior to the date that you are to use the hall. 

Þ In the case of a cancellation, you must notify St. Hyacinth in writing no less than 30 days in advance.  If notice of 

cancellation is made less than 30 days in advance, you will forfeit your deposit. 

Þ You are allowed the use of the following areas only:  entry area, restrooms, main hall area, and limited use of the kitchen.  

You may not use any other area of the hall. 

Þ In the kitchen area, you may use the work tables, sinks, walk-in cooler for temporary food storage, and the black cook 

stove. No other equipment or utensils may be used. 

Þ These restrictions apply to your caterer as well as you. 

Þ The use of alcohol is discouraged, however if you choose to serve alcoholic beverages, it will not be abused and is limited 

to the parish hall proper.  No serving or consumption is allowed outside the hall.  Non-adherence to this may result in the 

early termination of your function.  No alcoholic beverages are to be served to minors.  An adult only must be in charge of 

serving the drinks at all times. 

  

If alcohol is served, Lessee is responsible for hiring security guards.  One (1) guard per 150 people and two (2) guards 

over 150 people, proof of security service must be submitted to the Lessor at least one (1) month prior to the date that you 

are to use the hall. 

  

Þ Assigned hours are to be observed and the hall is to be cleared on time. 

Þ The user of the hall is responsible for the conduct of children. 

Þ Music (live or recorded) is permitted subject to reasonable sound levels. 

Use of Guyot Hall  
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Guyot Hall Rental Agreement 

  

This Rental Agreement is to be completed, signed and returned along with the Archdiocese of 

Galveston-Houston, TX—0016 Form to the Office of Liturgy and Music with a check, cash or 

money order for the amount of deposit listed below at least one month prior to the event. 

  

St. Hyacinth Catholic Church, a parish of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston (herein called “Lessor”),  

  

Hereby leases to __________________________________________ (herein called “Lessee”) 

the following described portion of Lessor’s parish facilities located at 2921 Center St. Deer 

Park TX  77536 ( herein called the “Leased Facilities”) for the use and term specified below. 

  

NAME OF RESPONSIBLE PARTY: ___________________________ 

  

ADDRESS: _______________________________________________ 

  

HOME PHONE: ___________________________________________ 

  

WORK/CELL PHONE: _____________________________________ 

  

DATE OF HALL USE: HOURS OF USE: _______________________ 

  

TYPE OF FUNCTION: ______________________________________ 

  

NUMBER OF PEOPLE EXPECTED: __________________________ 

  

SECURITY DEPOSIT: DATE PAID: ___________________________ 

  

DONATION FOR USE: DATE PAID: __________________________ 

  

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE: ____________________________________ 

  

2 copies of this agreement and it’s attachments will be given to the Lessee and a copy will be 

retained by the Church. PLEASE GIVE 1 COPY TO YOUR CATERER. 

  

I, ________________________________, acknowledge that I have read this Agreement, in its 

entirety and that I understand it and accept ALL of its terms and conditions. 

  

SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ 

DATE: ___________________________________________________ 
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